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In Scottsdale, generosity once again 
became a bridge to opportunity as 
the women of 100+ Women Who 

Care Valley of the Sun came together 
with a shared belief in second chances 
and the power of meaningful work. 

This quarter, their collective giving 
is supporting Televerde Foundation, an 

organization dedicated to helping indi-
viduals re-enter the workforce with confi -
dence, skills, and hope for a better future.

Televerde Foundation exists to break 
cycles of incarceration, unemployment, 
and economic instability by connecting 
people to real job opportunities and long-
term career pathways. 

Through workforce readiness train-
ing, professional development, and indi-
vidualized support, the foundation helps 

participants rebuild their lives through 
employment that offers dignity, stability, 
and purpose. For many individuals re-
entering society, meaningful work is the 
turning point that makes everything else 
possible.

The donations from Scottsdale mem-
bers will support Televerde Foundation’s 
Job Placement Services, which focus on 
connecting individuals seeking employ-
ment with job opportunities across the 

Phoenix area. 
These services help participants navi-

gate the job search process, prepare for 
interviews, build professional confi dence, 
and secure positions that allow them to 
move forward with stability. For individ-
uals re-entering the workforce, this sup-
port can mean the difference between re-
turning to uncertainty and stepping into a 

A real-life story of crime, controversy 
and redemption will take cen-
ter stage in North Scottsdale this 

month as Desert Foothills Th eater closes 
its season with a bold, character-driven 
production.

Th e theater will present STUNG!, a one-
woman biodrama based on the life of 
convicted con artist Sue Ellen Allen, April 
16–19 at Th e Holland Center.

Written by award-winning playwright 
Andrea Markowitz and performed by ac-
tor Pat Drapac, the full-length production 
traces Allen’s life before, during and after 
her time in prison — while raising linger-
ing questions about truth, accountability 
and reinvention.

Th e play unfolds as Allen, recently re-
leased from Perryville Prison, tells her sto-
ry directly to the audience, insisting on her 
innocence even as she confronts her past 
and the justice system she later worked to 
reform.

“Darkly funny and full of surprises, 
STUNG! is a stunning posthumous tell-all 
from a woman who lived more than one 
life,” Markowitz said.

Allen’s story is one of sharp contrasts.

Once a successful businesswoman 
whose custom jewelry reached high-pro-
fi le fi gures like First Lady Barbara Bush 

and British Prime Minister Margaret 
Th atcher, she was later convicted on 33 
counts of securities fraud and sentenced 
to nearly seven years in prison.

While incarcerated at Perryville, Allen 
founded a leadership program for women 
that continues today. 

After her release, she launched nonprof-
its supporting incarcerated and formerly 
incarcerated women and successfully ad-
vocated for improved hygiene conditions 
for female inmates in Arizona prisons.

Despite her conviction, Allen main-
tained her innocence — a tension that 
forms the emotional core of STUNG!.

Th e production leans into that ambigu-
ity, blurring the line between performance 
and personal testimony as audiences are 
left to decide for themselves what to be-
lieve.

Told entirely through a single performer, 
STUNG! relies on Drapac’s portrayal of Al-
len to carry the narrative.

Th e one-woman format allows for an 
intimate, direct connection with the audi-
ence, drawing them into Allen’s world as 
she recounts a life marked by ambition, 
downfall and reinvention.

Th e play explores themes of guilt, re-
demption and narrative ownership — 
asking who ultimately controls a person’s 
story.

For audiences, STUNG! off ers a chance 
to grapple with a story that refuses easy an-

swers, told by a woman who, even after her 
conviction, never stopped telling her own 
version of the truth.

Th e production serves as the fi nale of 
Desert Foothills Th eater’s 50th anniversa-
ry season, capping a year of performances 
with a work that blends local history, true 
crime and social commentary.

Markowitz, who serves as the the-
ater’s playwright in residence, is known 
for her character-driven storytelling and 

has earned recognition including a Zoni 
Award for original script.

Performances will be held at Th e Hol-
land Center, 34250 N. 60th St., Scottsdale, 
at 7 p.m. April 16-17, 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
April 18; and 2 p.m. April 19.

VIP tickets are $50 and include a post-
show discussion with the playwright and 
lead actor. General admission tickets are 
$30.

Information: dftheater.org.
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100+ Women Who Care invests in second chances
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Playwright Andrea Markowitz wrote “STUNG!” the true story of a woman convicted as a 
con artist who now works with nonprofi ts that help improve prison conditions for female 
inmates. (Special to the Progress)

Scottsdale theater closes season with true-crime tale
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What’s Included:
• Premium shampoos/conditioners

• Blow dry

• Full brush out

• Nail filing and buffing

• Ear cleaning

• Expression of glands (dogs)

• Lavender calming shampooing  
  for Elderly or Anxious pets
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sustainable future.
In addition to job placement, this quar-

ter’s gift will also fund community out-
reach and awareness efforts. 

These efforts shine a light on Televerde 
Foundation’s programs while expanding 
connections with employers and promot-
ing job opportunities for participants who 
are ready to take their next step forward.

 By increasing awareness, Televerde 
Foundation can reach more individuals 
who need support and strengthen the net-
work of businesses willing to invest in 
talent, potential, and transformation.

This investment refl ects a deep under-
standing that workforce re-entry is not 
just about landing a job—it’s about re-
storing confi dence, rebuilding identity, 
and creating a pathway to long-term in-
dependence.

 Employment provides more than a pay-
check – it provides structure, self-worth, 
and the ability to contribute meaningfully 
to family and community. Through col-
lective giving, Scottsdale members are 
helping open doors that might otherwise 
remain closed.

The total donation of $13,232 will di-
rectly support these efforts, expanding 
Televerde Foundation’s capacity to serve 
individuals who are eager to work, grow, 
and rebuild their lives. Each dollar repre-

sents belief in human potential and trust 
in the power of opportunity to change 
lives.

“Work restores more than income. It 
restores confi dence, purpose and belong-
ing. Support from 100+ Women Who 
Care Valley of the Sun allows Televerde 
Foundation to connect motivated individ-
uals with employment opportunities and 
the support systems they need to succeed 
long term. We’re honored to partner with 
a group so committed to meaningful im-
pact”, shared Michelle Cirocco, founda-
tion executive director.

Since their fi rst gathering in 2015, 100+ 
Women Who Care Valley of the Sun has 
donated more than $1.5 million to local 
nonprofi ts across the Valley. Each gift 
refl ects the strength of women coming 
together with intention, pooling their re-
sources to create meaningful and lasting 
impact.

Those interested in being part of this 
collective impact are invited to attend the 
next Scottsdale Giving Circle on April 
15 at the HomeSmart Corporate Offi ce. 
Guests are always welcome.

To learn more and register, visit 100ww-
cvalleyofthesun.org.

Together, these women continue to in-
vest in opportunity, dignity, and second 
chances—helping individuals step for-
ward into meaningful work and a stronger 
future. 
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Marking the donation by 100+ Women Who Care Valley of the Sun to the Televerde Foun-
dation are, form left, Marsha Miera, Dominique Prettyman, Carolyn DiFonzo, Michelle 
Cirocco, and Libby Murphy. (Kim Tarnopolski)




