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BY KIM TARNOPOLSKI 

Guest Writer

I
n the East Valley, generosity once 
again became a steadying force for 
students working hard to build a bet-

ter future. 
This quarter, 100+ Women Who Care 

Valley of the Sun members came togeth-
er with a shared belief that education 
should never be derailed by a moment 
of crisis. 

Their collective giving is support-
ing the Maricopa Community Colleges 
Foundation, with the donation desig-
nated specifically for GateWay Commu-
nity College’s student emergency fund.

For many GateWay students, the path 
to a degree is anything but simple. They 
are balancing coursework with jobs, 
family responsibilities, and limited fi-
nancial margins. 

An unexpected expense – a car repair, 
a medical bill, a childcare emergency, 
or a sudden housing challenge – can 
quickly push a student to the brink. Too 
often, these moments force students to 
pause or abandon their education alto-
gether, not because of lack of motivation 
or ability, but because help arrives too 
late.

The student emergency fund exists for 
these exact moments. It provides imme-
diate, short-term financial assistance to 
GateWay students facing urgent and un-

foreseen hardships. 
These funds step in quietly but pow-

erfully, covering essential needs that 
are often invisible yet deeply impact-
ful. By addressing emergencies as they 
arise, the fund helps students remain 
enrolled, focused, and on track to com-
plete their education and move toward 
long-term stability.

The East Valley members’ collective 
donation of $7,300 will directly sup-
port this vital fund, allowing GateWay 
Community College to respond quickly 
when students need help most.

 This support is not about long-term 
aid or scholarships – it is about timely 
intervention. It is about ensuring that a 
broken-down car doesn’t mean missed 
classes, that a medical bill doesn’t mean 
dropping out, and that a temporary set-
back doesn’t become a permanent de-
tour from a student’s goals.

This investment reflects a deep under-
standing of what student success truly 
looks like. Persistence often hinges on 
stability, and stability is fragile when re-
sources are limited. 

By funding the student emergency 
fund, 100+ Women Who Care mem-
bers helped remove barriers that stand 
between students and their education. 
They  invested in resilience, determina-
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lap and Katherine Katz. (Kim Tarnopolski)
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facility, including a few in the Valley.
None of the flyers lived in Chandler.
Childers reaction when he touched 

down after his flight.
“Awesome,” he said.
He was a Navy radar technician who 

helped coordinate the rescue of six 
stranded soldiers at sea during World 
War II.

The others who took a flight:
• Walter Staub, 94, U.S. Air Force. He was 

stationed in Alaska during the Cold 
War operating radar.

• Gus Coots, 90, U.S. Army. He was a 
corporal serving in the Korean War 
and is a current resident of Apache 
Junction.

• John Haas, 77, U.S. Navy/Army 
National Guard. The Vietnam War 
staff sergeant served aboard the 
USS Enterprise. He’s a Sun City West 
resident.

• Dan Borchardt, 96, U.S. Navy. The 
Mesa resident did three tours in the 
Korean War and was a gunner’s mate, 
2nd class who participated in sea 
rescues of downed pilots.

• Donald Ernst, 82, U.S. Air Force. The 
sergeant worked with military K-9 
units.

• Gary Graham, 85, U.S. Coast Guard. 
He was a fireman 3rd class and served 
during the Vietnam War.

• Joe Lindon, 93, U.S. Army. The sergeant 
was stationed in Germany.
“We want to thank all of our veterans,” 

Vice Mayor Encinas said. “Because of you 
we are able to enjoy our freedom and you 
have strengthened our communities.”  
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James Childers, a 101-year-old resident from 
Payson, signs the tail of the plane after 
his short flight above Chandler thanks to 
Dream Flights. (Ken Sain/Managing Editor)

tion, and the belief that with the right 
support at the right time, students can 
keep moving forward.

“As the need for student support in-
creases, we also are working to rise to 
the challenge of meeting those needs, 
but we cannot do it alone,” said Dr. Amy 
Diaz, president of GateWay Community 
College. 

“We are grateful to 100+ Women Who 
Care Valley of the Sun for giving so gen-

erously towards the most critical needs 
of our students. The success of many 
will be tied directly to their vital contri-
bution.” 

Since their first gathering in 2015, 100+ 
Women Who Care Valley of the Sun has 
donated more than $1.5 million to local 
nonprofits across the Valley. Each gift 
reflects the power of women coming to-
gether with intention, pooling resources 
to strengthen lives and communities in 
meaningful ways.

Those interested in being part of this 

impact are invited to attend the next 
East Valley Giving Circle on April 14 
at Kiln at San Tan Village in Gilbert. 
Guests are always welcome, and every 
participant helps expand the circle of 
possibility.

Together, these women are ensuring 
that a moment of hardship does not de-
fine a student’s future—and that educa-
tion remains a pathway forward, even 
when life becomes unpredictable.

To learn more and register, visit 
100wwcvalleyofthesun.org.  
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T
he Rotary Club of Sun Lakes was 
busy last month, raising money 
for a nonprofit that trains service 

dogs for veterans and honoring teachers 
of the month.

The club named Brian Riesen, physi-
cal education teacher at CUSD Haley El-
ementary School, the February Teacher 
of the Month.

 Sara Zion, who nominated him, said 
Riesen meets a wide range of physical 
and emotional needs of his students 
and creates a supportive and engaging 
learning environment.

Annell Schmerfeld, 6th grade teacher 
at Chandler Traditional Academy – Lib-
erty, was named the March Teacher of 
the Month. 

Mary Rinne, who nominated Annell, 
stated that Annell adapts to student 
individual needs and always looks for-

ward to new and creative ways to teach 
and reach students. 

Becky Kerr, who chairs the Rotary’s 
teacher committee, saluted Rotary cor-

porate members Earnhardt Automo-
tive and TrustBank for jointly sponsor-
ing the $700 check given to each RCSL 
Teacher of the Month. 

The club also raised money through 
“Month of Money” raffle tickets sales 
for P.A.W.S.S. a nonprofit that provides 
service dog training free of charge for 
needy veterans. 

“RCSL appreciates and thanks all the 
donors of this community service pro-
gram, spoekswoman Dr. Honora Norton 
said.

The Rotary Veterans Services Com-
mittee’s goal was to sell a thousand $20 
tickets and sold 751, raising $15,020. 

The club budgeted $3,700 for printing, 
advertising, and 26  weekly and final 
prize drawings. 

Raffle winners donated $1,400 of their 
prizes to RCSL. RCSL retained $2,500 for 
future veteran services projects. 

Information: pupsandwarriors.org 
and sunlakesrotary.org   

Sun Lakes Rotary has busy month

Celebrating the Sun Lakes Rotary teachers of the month for February and March were, 
from left, Ruston Reynolds, representing Earnhardt Auto Centers; Rotarian Becky Kerr; the 
March Teacher of the month, Annell Schmerfeld; February’s Teacher of the Month, Brian 
Riesen; and Club President Ed Anderson. (Dr. Honora Norton)

Marking a donation by the Sun Lakes Rotary to PAWSS were, 
from left:  Club President Ed Anderson, Ryan Newman, and Janna 
Newman. Stan Kaufman and Irelyn Newman. (Dr. Honora Norton)




