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At a time of turmoil, confusion and 
distrust in the relations between 
Mexico and the USA, a delegation 

representing Scottsdale bucked the trend 
by spreading goodwill and friendship in 
Sonora, Arizona’s southern neighbor.

Th e Scottsdale Crossing the Border 
Jazz Band shared America’s unique form 
of music during four performances in 
Hermosillo, Quaymas and Alamos. 

Th e band is organized annually by 
William “Doc” Jones with talented jazz 
musicians having a desire to spread 
American culture internationally. Jones 
organizes the annual Scottsdale Jazz Fes-
tival and Alamos Jazz Festival.

Th ere were two performances in Her-

mosillo, the capital of the state of Sonora. 
Th e fi rst was an impromptu performance 
in the lobby of a Hermosillo hotel, per-
forming for a young boys soccer team 
and their families. 

Many of the families had never expe-
rienced jazz and quickly joined in the 
spirit jazz inspires. Th e young students 
were captivated by the visiting American 
musicians.

Th e Sonora Department of Education 
sponsored the second concert at a Her-
mosillo local high school auditorium. 
Th e Conservatory of Music in Quaymas 
sponsored the concert in this coastal 
city. 

Th e fi nal event of the tour was to be 

Friends of Ohana is a transformative 
force for foster youth in Arizona. 

Rooted in a deep commitment to 
breaking cycles of trauma, neglect, and 
despair, this organization is bringing new 
hope, healing, and a powerful sense of 
community to those who need it most. 

Friends of Ohana is more than just a 
nonprofi t – it’s a lifeline for foster youth 
striving to overcome their circumstances 
and build brighter futures.

At its core, Friends of Ohana recognizes 
that the foster care system, while neces-
sary, often leaves children and young 
adults feeling isolated and unsupported. 

Th e statistics are grim: a signifi cant 
number of foster youths are at risk of 
homelessness, dropping out of school, 
and becoming involved in the criminal 
justice system as they age out of the sys-
tem. 

But here is where Friends of Ohana 

steps in, determined to rewrite that nar-
rative by fostering a sense of belonging, 
resilience, and opportunity.

Th e organization’s programs focus 

on providing the emotional and practi-
cal support that every young person de-
serves. 

Th rough mentorship programs, self-

esteem initiatives, and employment 
resources, Friends of Ohana nurtures 
growth in the areas that matter most – 
self-worth, emotional healing, and inde-
pendent success.

 Th eir Mentorship Program creates last-
ing adult relationships with people who 
can strengthen their resilience and in-
spire hope for a bright future. 

Meanwhile, their Workforce Develop-
ment and Job Placement Programs equip 
youth with the tools needed to secure 
stable employment and thrive as inde-
pendent adults. 

Th ese are not just services; they are pil-
lars that help to shatter the historical cy-
cles of abandonment and neglect.

Th e impact of Friends of Ohana ripples 
throughout the Phoenix community. 

By advocating for foster youth and giv-
ing them the tools to succeed, the organi-
zation is strengthening the social fabric, 
ensuring that these young individuals are 

100+ Women supports foster youth helpers

Scottsdale group brings jazz to Mexico

Seventh Alamos Jazz Festival included a parade of musicians. (Bob Rink)

see WOMEN page 29

see JAZZ page 29

Celebrating 100+ Women’s support for Friends of Ohana are, from left, Reina Robles, 
Kimberly Sutherland, Greer Saylor, Kendall Hospenthal, Libby Murphy, Ryan Senters and 
Mandi Lawson. (KimTarnopolski)
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Progress Guest Writer
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not left to struggle on their own. 
Th e results are tangible: higher gradu-

ation rates, healthier relationships, and 
more empowered young people who are 
stepping into their futures with confi -
dence.

But perhaps the most powerful aspect 
of Friends of Ohana is its focus on com-
munity. 

Th e organization’s name, “Ohana,” 
which means “family” in Hawaiian, 
speaks to the foundational belief that no 
one should ever have to face life’s chal-
lenges alone.

 Friends of Ohana is proving every day 
that by creating a sense of belonging, we 
can help foster youth break free from the 
cycles of the past and build lives full of 
hope, promise, and possibility.

Friends of Ohana is lighting the way 
for a brighter, more inclusive future for 
all young people. Th rough hope, healing, 
and community, they are breaking the 
chains of the past—one life at a time.

In April, Kendall Hospenthal shared 
the mission of Friends of Ohana with her 
100+ Women Who Care Valley of the Sun 
group in Scottsdale. Th e members were 
moved by her presentation and selected 
the charity to receive their quarterly do-
nations of $19,257. 

 “It is truly inspiring to see so many 
women come together to uplift and em-
power the foster youth we serve. Your 
support sends a strong message that they 
are valued, supported, and capable of 
achieving their dreams,” said  Mandi Law-
son, Friends chief development offi  cer.

“We are incredibly grateful for your 
generosity and the lasting impact it will 
have on their journey to a brighter future.” 

Since the chapter’s inception in 2015, 
100+ Women Who Care Valley of the Sun 
has donated over $1.4 million to local 
charities. To learn more or to register for 
their upcoming giving circle on April 16:  
100wwcvalleyofthesun.org.  Guests are 
welcome.

To learn more about Friends of Ohana: 
ohanafriends.org. 

WOMEN from page 24

lead performers at the Seventh Alamos 
Jazz Festival.

In addition to each formal perfor-
mance, the band members conducted 
workshops with music students of the 
three communities.

At the conclusion of the Quaymas and 
Alamos performances was a New Or-
leans style parade involving the audi-
ences.

Over 1,000 Mexicans became ac-
quainted with American Jazz. 

“Equally important the Mexicans gave 
a warm welcome to jazz and the band 
members,” said organizer Max E. Rum-
baugh Jr., past president of Scottsdale 
Sister Cities. 

“Th e one-on-one music workshops 
allowed them to make new American 
friends. Th ey saw Americans in a com-
pletely new light.”

In all the cities visited, the audiences 
and dignitaries invited the Scottsdale 
Crossing the Border Jazz Band to return 
annually, he said..

Chicago based Mario Abney, fl ew into 
Arizona just to join this goodwill build-
ing tour. Completing the band were 
Jason “JT” Torres of Tempe, Kenji Lan-
caster of Tucson and Alexandro Manuel 
Buelna Mendivil of Phoenix.

Th ree major sponsors made it possible 
for the performances and workshops to 
be all free to the attendees, including 
Scottsdale Sister Cities Association.

Accompanying the band were the or-
ganizers of the tour, Isabel Valades and 
Rumbaugh.

Alamos and Scottsdale have been sis-
ter cities for 55 years. Information: scott-
sdalesistercities.org.

For more information on this month’s 
Scottsdale Jazz Festival: scottsdale-
jazzfest.org. 
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Know anything interesting going on in Scottsdale?
Send your news to tscanlon@timeslocalmedia.com




