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COMMUNITY IMPACT

100+ Women Who Care 
Supports Care for  
Cancer Patients

Village 360 is a big, warm hug when the cold reality of a 
cancer diagnosis hits. What makes this nonprofit so special 
is not just the care they offer to people, many who may not 

have a strong support system, but the deep sense of community 
they foster. For anyone walking the challenging and often isolating 
journey of cancer, having a strong support system is a lifeline—
and that’s exactly what Village 360 offers: a village.

The organization helps approximately 150 families each 
year. They provide gift cards for groceries and hygiene 
products; transportation assistance; minor household help; 
meals delivered; light errands; and companionship. When 
everyday tasks like cooking or running errands become too 
much, Village 360 is there to offer compassion, companionship, 
and practical support.
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But perhaps the most powerful aspect of Village 360 is its 
ability to create a village. This isn’t just about cancer patients 
receiving services, it’s about building a family, a community of 
people who understand, support, and uplift one another. In their 
own way, they help erase the isolation that often accompanies a 
cancer diagnosis. It’s a place where connections are made, where 
people form lifelong friendships, and where every patient feels 
seen, heard, and valued.

In April, Boneca Brauer shared the mission of Village 360 with 
her 100+ Women Who Care Valley of the Sun group in Ahwatukee. 
The members were moved by her presentation and selected the 
charity to receive their quarterly donations of $15,000.

“The funding from 100+ Women Who Care enabled us 
to expand our reach, welcoming new clients and enhancing 
support for existing ones,” shared Brauer, Executive Director. 
“This support has strengthened our care network, and we 
are so thankful that we can ensure cancer patients have a 
compassionate community ready to help.”

Since the chapter’s inception in 2015, 100+ Women Who Care 
Valley of the Sun has donated over $1.4 Million to local charities. 
To learn more or to register for their upcoming giving circle on 
April 15, 2025, visit https://100wwcvalleyofthesun.org/. Guests 
are welcome.

To learn more about Village 360, visit https://village360.org/.

ATHLETE OF THE MONTH

Kai Hawkes
Impeding his competition

Standing 6”5”, Desert Vista senior, Kai Hawkes, is an 
ominous presence on the Men’s Thunder volleyball 
court. Kai plays middle blocker, the first line of defense 

for the team. In this position Kai must read the other team’s 
attackers and react quickly to block the ball from crossing 
the net. He tells Greet Ahwatukee, “My favorite part of 
volleyball is blocking. There is something really fun about 
stopping the opposing team from scoring a point.” 

Kai’s story is proof, that you never know what you 
can do until you try. He says, “I played football my 
freshman year, but I didn’t love it. My parents suggested 
I go out for volleyball. I almost didn’t go to tryouts, but 
I am so glad I did!” 

This is Kai’s fourth year playing volleyball both at 
Desert Vista and at Tempe’s Aspire Volleyball Club. Kai’s 
success has been somewhat instantaneous due to his 
impressive height and stellar vertical jump. His solid play 
is also credited to his physical strength, sound technique, 
and mental toughness. Kai likes the speed and intensity 
of the game of volleyball where matches are played to 25 
points and not dictated by a clock.

Kai who is both captain and a starter for this year’s 
Desert Vista Varsity team, says he has high hopes for the 
squad. Kai is one of seven returning seniors and feels the 
team is going to make a great run this season. Kai says, 
“Volleyball is all about team. We win together and we lose 
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together. As a leader, my job is to celebrate my teammate’s successes 
and help players move past mistakes on the court.” Kai coaches his 
teammates to, “Think about the next ball, not the previous one.”

Kai who describes himself as a pretty laid-back person has high 
aspirations for his volleyball career. His goal for the future is to win 
a National Championship. Kai says he is fortunate to have stayed 
healthy throughout most of his career, although he did break his wrist 
prior to sophomore year tryouts. The injury forced him to sit out the 
first part of the season, but Kai returned to the court mentally and 
physically stronger than ever. Kai’s advice to younger athletes is to 
stay positive, find a sport you love, and play as much as possible.

Hawkes Family




