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In a world where many take their 
next meal for granted, organizations 
like Corbin’s Legacy are making 

a profound impact in Phoenix metro 
communities. 

Founded in 2015, Corbin’s Legacy is 
a nonprofit organization dedicated to 
combating child hunger and ensuring 
that no child in the community goes to 
bed hungry.

The nonprofit was named in honor of 
Corbin Leafman, a Title 1 kindergarten 
teacher who died at age 30 from cancer.

She asked to be remembered by how 
she lived, not why she died. Corbin was 
known for holding up a $20 bill every day 
in the school cafeteria, so that the lunch 
staff knew that every child, no matter 
the amount of money in their account, 
would receive a hot lunch. 

Corbin’s Legacy was established in 

response to the alarming statistics sur-
rounding child hunger. 

In the Phoenix area, one in four chil-
dren face food insecurity and go to bed 
hungry every night. This issue is par-
ticularly pronounced in schools, where 

many children rely on free or reduced-
price meals provided by government 
programs. 

However, these meals often fall short, 
leaving gaps that can leave students hun-
gry and unable to focus on their education.

The organization addresses this issue 
head-on by working directly with Title 
1 schools to provide nutritious food to 
children who need it most. By identify-
ing schools with high rates of food inse-
curity, Corbin’s Legacy implements pro-
grams designed to ensure that students 
receive the sustenance they require to 
learn and thrive. 

At the heart of Corbin’s Legacy’s mis-
sion is its Legacy Weekend Food War-
rior initiative, which supplies backpacks 
filled with healthy meals and snacks to 
students every Thursday. 

These backpacks are provided for chil-
dren who may not have enough to eat at 
home, ensuring they have access to nu-
tritious food over the weekends and dur-
ing school breaks.

Each backpack contains eight com-
plete meals that includes items like oat-

see WOMEN page 32

Lowell Elementary School children gathered with, from left, Genisha Wright, Jacqueline 
Destremps, Stephanie Millner, Kim Tarnopolski and Joan Leafman to celebrate the gener-
ous donation by 100+ Women Who Care to Corbin’s Legacy. (Kim Tarnopolski)

100+ Women helps feed hungry kids

Local dance studio joins big ‘DanceIn’spiration show
AFN NEWS STAFF

They’ve been practicing regularly 
since August and come Sunday, 
29 dancers from Innerlight Dance 

Center in Ahwatukee will join their coun-
terparts from five other dance studios 
for the 24th annual DanceIN’spiration 
benefit.

Scheduled for 6 p.m. on Jan. 19 at 
the Madison Center for the Perform-
ing Arts, 5601 N. 16th Street in Phoenix, 
DancIn’spiration is described by organiz-
ers as a “collaborative effort of six premier 
Arizona dance studios demonstrating 
uplifting dance performance, including 
all forms of dance like ballet, jazz, tap, 
musical theater, lyrical, contemporary 
and hip-hop, for a worthy cause.”

“The dance community in the Val-
ley is nothing short of amazing,” Kevin 

Bender, co-owner of Bender Performing 
Arts in North Phoenix, told the City Sun 
Times in North Phoenix. 

“To watch these students dedicate 
their time, effort and skills to a worthy 
cause like DancIn’spiration is beyond 
beautiful and inspirational,” he said. 
“We know they get a lot from the experi-
ence, plus they can give back to kids in 
need at the same time. It is remarkable.” 

Innerlight Dance Center owner Jean-
nine Taylor also is excited about seeing 
her students, ages 8 to 18, participate in 
the show.

She said her students will present 
three dances, then join with over 200 
other students in a colorful finale.

Bender and his wife Meri organized 

see DANCE page 34

Instructor Tatum Buck walks dancers from Innerlight Dance Center in Ahwatukee in prepa-
ration for a big charity show this Sunday at Madison Center for Performing Arts. (David 
Minton/Staff Photographer)
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In Spain, some people run with bulls.
At St. John Bosco Catholic School 

in Ahwatukee, staff and students run 
with Rosco the Bulldog.

And that’s exactly what they did re-
cently with the school’s mascot to help 
raise funds for new playground equip-
ment and outdoor learning spaces.

Joining the St. John Bosco crew were 
Seton Catholic High School’s Sentinel, 
Sparky the Sun Devil and the Phoenix 
Suns Gorilla.

The school, located at 16035 S. 48th 
St. on the St. Benedict Catholic Church 
campus, also will be holding an open 
house for parents and students at 5:30 
p.m. Jan. 29. 

People are asked to RSVP if they plan 
to attend by calling 480-219-4848 or 
emailing admissions@sjbosco.org.

Enrollment for new students is un-
derway, as is re-enrollment for existing 
ones.

St. John Bosco serves kids in preschool 
through eighth grade with a Catholic-
based education.

Its staff includes a full-time registered 
nurse, master’s degree-level school 
counselor and a resource specialist to 

provide additional support to teachers.
 “We’ve been really concentrating over 

the last several years working on our cli-
mate and culture with our teachers and 
staff and with the community,” Princi-
pal Jamie Bescak said when the current 
school year began last August.

Bescak is focusing on developing a 
plan to add another classroom, a re-
source room, hopefully the gym and 
an atrium, with most of the expansion 
aimed at open space behind the school, 
which fronts 48th Street.

Bescak also has been working with 
St. Benedict’s leaders and the Phoenix 
Catholic Diocese on various short-term 
and long-range plans for this school year 
and for school years to come.

While the school has room for another 
50 or 60 students, she said last August, 
“We’re actually out of classrooms, so I 
am researching and figuring out what 
the next steps are to come up with the 
funding to add on to our building.” 

Among St. John Bosco students who participated in the  Rosco Fun Run were, from left, 
Addy Noble, Hank Almasan, Maddie Hall, Amelia Ayoubb, Hannah Hall and James Hall. 
(Savoy Images)
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meal, peanut butter, tuna and chicken 
salad, applesauce, and Oreos.

Corbin’s Legacy relies heavily on com-
munity support to carry out its mission. 
Volunteers play a vital role in assembling 
backpacks and organizing fundraising 
events. 

Local businesses, community organi-
zations, and individual donors also con-
tribute significantly to Corbin’s Legacy. 
Their generosity ensures that the organi-
zation can continue to meet the growing 
demand for food assistance in schools. 

By fostering a spirit of collaboration, 

Corbin’s Legacy demonstrates that ad-
dressing child hunger is a shared re-
sponsibility that requires the collective 
effort of the entire community.

The impact of Corbin’s Legacy extends 
beyond just providing meals; it fosters 
hope and stability for children facing 
food insecurity. 

By ensuring that students have ac-
cess to nutritious food, the organization 
helps improve academic performance, 
enhances emotional well-being, and 
cultivates a sense of security among chil-
dren who might otherwise go hungry. 

In a world where food should never be 

a luxury, Corbin’s Legacy ensures that 
every child has access to the nutrition 
they need to succeed.

In October, Joan Leafman shared the 
mission of Corbin’s Legacy with her 
100+ Women Who Care Valley of the Sun 
group in Ahwatukee.  The members se-
lected the charity to receive their quar-
terly donations totaling $16,325. 

“With the funding that Corbin’s 
Legacy has received from 100+ Wom-
en Who Care, we will be able to add a 
Title 1 elementary school, currently on 
our waiting list, and feed all the hun-
gry children at that school every single 

weekend for the entire academic year,” 
stated Leafman. 

Since the chapter’s inception in 2015, 
100+ Women Who Care Valley of the Sun 
has donated over $1.4 Million to local 
charities. 

To learn more or to register for their 
upcoming giving circle on Jan. 21,  vis-
it 100wwcvalleyofthesun.org. Tempe 
women and guests are welcome.

To learn more about Corbin’s Legacy, 
visit corbinslegacy.org. This organiza-
tion is a Qualified Charitable Organiza-
tion and is accepting Arizona tax credit 
donations.   

MOUNTAIN from page 31
The San Juan Lookout serves as the 

western end of the National Trail and 
the road there is closed to vehicles, only 
non-motorized traffic is permitted be-
yond the Bike Hub.

The only exception is the first Satur-
day and Sunday of the month, when 
it is open to vehicles during specific 
hours. Check the park’s website for 

current information. 

More changes coming
One in progress, major change to the 

Park will be a complete remodel and revi-
sioning of the Activity Complex. This is the 
main parking lot and ramada area located 
through the main Central Avenue en-
trance, near the reopened Visitor Center. 

The remodel began in November 2023 

and is expected to be completed in early 
2025. As part of this remodel, the Hol-
bert Trail is also being rerouted.

It is great to see these improvements 
to South Mountain Park and Preserve, 
as the park begins its second century of 
existence. 

It is great to see the City of Phoenix 
dedicating resources to maintaining and 
improving this spectacular local treasure, 

just in time for South Mountain Park and 
Preserve to begin its second century.  

Andy Lenartz is the author of South Moun-
tain Park and Preserve: A Guide to the Trails, 
Plants, and Animals in Phoenix’s Most 
Popular City Park. He can be reached at 
andy_lenartz@yahoo.com. He writes 
about South Mountain Park, outdoor ad-
venture, and environmental issues. 

St. John Bosco students run with Rosco
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